
“If my people, who are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

2 Chronicles 7:14
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 LifeShape Prayer and Discipleship was birthed by both the inspiration and 
the mandate of the Holy Spirit. God is giving this generation an opportunity to 
return to Him and escape the judgment which surely comes to those who follow 
the course of this world.
 The current situations faced by nation after nation reflect a world without 
God. We are no different than Ninevah, Sodom, or Gomorah and as such plainly 
deserve God’s judgment. Our only hope is that God would give us reprieve in 
response to our sincere obedience.
 God sent Jonah with a message to Ninevah, Ninevah repented, and God 
withheld His judgment. God was serious when He told Abraham that if he could find 
ten righteous people in Sodom, He would not destroy the city. God is just as serious 
today. 
 Early in 2012, the Holy Spirit inspired me concerning 2 Chronicles 7:14 
which says: 

I f My people who are called by My name will humble 
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I wil l hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land.

 I shared with our congregation and television audiences that beginning 
in the year 2013 and following they would hear this call confirmed by both 
spiritual and secular leaders, in print and prophecy, testifying to the plea from 
heaven as a Jonah to our Ninevite world. 
 I immediately committed the resources of our church to spread the word 
in response to heaven’s plea. We further committed to 52 weeks of sincere 
and humble prayer coupled with strategic discipleship. Furthermore, we have 
made the tools God gave us freely available to every person in the world who 
would but access the website, www.ifmypeoplewill.com. It is our goal to raise 
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committed prayer and discipleship groups throughout our community, around 
our nation, and across the world. I firmly believe that if God’s people will humble 
themselves and pray, seek His face and not just His hand, will turn from their own 
ways to His way, then He will hear, He will forgive, and He will heal. 
 I am asking you to faithfully set aside 15 minutes each week, a small price, 
and humbly voice your dependence upon God, seek His pleasure and repent of 
your sins for yourself, your family, your church, your community, and your nation. 
I am certain if we will, He will. 
 Added to this heartfelt return to God, we must take advantage of His Word 
and His will by strategically building our lives upon a rock to where the gates of 
hell cannot prevail. This takes consistent strategic steps of discipleship in the life 
of a believer. For this added purpose, I have created a simple guide to assist you 
in disciplining yourself and others you care about. It will take approximately 20 
minutes per week over the course of one year to cover the things every believer 
should know. 
 To assist you in learning the material and teaching it to others, I have 
recorded both audio and video of each lesson. I ask that you review the video, 
follow the notes, and begin the process of discipleship.
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DEUTERONOMY
6:4-5

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! And you shall 
love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your strength.”
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“And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, (Jehovah), choose 
for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, 
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for 
me and my house, we will serve the LORD, (Jehovah)”

“I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you 
were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—
neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”

God is not afraid of our choice. In fact, God desires we choose.

The Bible teaches there is but one God and He alone is God. 

The name of the one God whom we are to worship is Jehovah.

There is no competition between Jehovah and other so called gods.

1. There can only be one truth. 
2. There is a limit beyond which tolerance ceases to be a virtue. 
3. There is only one God.
4. Make a choice and make a declaration … Who will you serve? 

Only one story can be true. It is the story of the Bible.

JOSHUA
24:15

REVELATION
3:15-16

 Many cultures, customs, and religious 
traditions of the world in our day and indeed in the 
days of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob worshipped 
many gods. However, the Bible teaches there is but 
one God and He alone is God. God reveals Himself 

as the eternal, all powerful, ever present single God 
of the universe. He describes Himself as the great I 
Am, the all sufficient One, and Creator of all things. 
 History has accommodated both 
monotheistic and polytheistic cultures. However, 

COMMENTARY

IMPORTANT POINTS
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COMMENTARY CONTINUED
neither Muslims nor Hindus nor Buddhists believe 
what’s written in the Holy Bible. As well, Believers 
in the One True and Living God, Jehovah, whether 
they be Jew or Christian, do not embrace the 
writings or the traditions of these other false 
religions. Although many people preach tolerance, 
there is a limit beyond which tolerance ceases to 

be a virtue. There is no competition between gods 
- there are no other gods. There is but one God, 
Jehovah Almighty, and Him only shall we serve, 
with our spirit, our soul, and our body.

ifMyPeopleWill.com
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GENESIS
1:1

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth...”
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“Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was 
very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day.”

“And the earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon 
the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light”; and 
there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good; and 
God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light 
Day, and the darkness He called Night. And the evening and the 
morning were the first day.”

We do not know how much time passed between verse 1 and verse 2. It could have 
been one breath, one thought, or one billion years. God does not tell us everything. But 
everything He tells us is true.

God moves closer to something He wants to change; He does not distance Himself from 
His problems.

God made the things we see out of things we do not see. He made it all from nothing. 

1. God does not tell us everything.
2. God can make something out of nothing.
3. God does not distance Himself from His problems.
4. God is a God of priorities. He made provision first priority in each case.
5. The Genesis story of creation is the eye witness account of our Creator.

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth...”

We have the only eye witness account of creation.

IMPORTANT POINTS

GENESIS
1:1

GENESIS
1:2-5

GENESIS
1:31
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 Do not be deceived and imagine that the 
best and the brightest the world has to offer are 
either the best or the brightest. Look around … 
this is where the world’s best and brightest have 
gotten us so far: starvation, disease, war, famine, 
poverty, drugs, violence, crime, divorce, prostitution, 
illiteracy, and world chaos not to mention pollution, 
national debt, unemployment, overcrowded jails, 
teenage pregnancies, abortion, or chemical 
warfare.
  Just because someone has a few letters after 
their name, lives in Hollywood, or wins some public 
popularity contest by a few votes and is thereby 
declared President of the United States, we cannot 
imagine they hold the keys to all truth – or any 
truth for that matter.
  Archeologists, anthropologists, 
paleontologists, biologists, analysts, scientists of 
all sorts along with historians and philosophers 
in every age can only give a personal best guess 
concerning creation based on their interpretations 
of things which they did not witness. Some of them 
have done very well but many are way off base. 
Unfortunately, it seems that the farther away 
from God a theory leads, the more palatable it 
becomes to the world. This is often the dominant 
factor considered in the equation we know as 
world consensus. The world is not driven by truth 
but rather by lusts, sex, money, power, and position.

 To learn how the world was made and 
what actually happened in the beginning, we 
need to listen to someone who was there … that 
would be God – He holds the only eye witness 
account. Where man’s imaginations, estimations, 
or calculations differ from God’s account, reckon 
man’s calculations wrong. You don’t have to be 
any smarter than that … indeed you cannot be 
any smarter than that!
  Neither the big bang theory nor the 
theory of evolution can account for God having 
created all things. The Bible says that in the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth 
(Genesis 1:1). Hebrews 11 verse 3 confirms that 
God created the things we now see from things 
which could not be seen. God does not tell us 
the duration of time between Genesis 1:1 and 
Genesis 1:3. It could have been one instant, one 
moment, one thought or one billion years – we 
do not know. However, scriptures clearly tell us 
that once God moved closer to the problem and 
decided what He would do, in other words from 
verse 3 on, that God worked six days furnishing 
the earth as a habitation for His creations and 
He made it all, as it would appear to us, from 
nothing but His Wisdom and His Word. Then on 
the seventh day He rested from His labor.

COMMENTARY

God doesn’t tell us everything, but everything He tells us is true.
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GENESIS
2:7

“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 
living being.”
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“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’ So God 
created man in His own image; in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them.”

Man is made in the likeness and image of God.

Man, like God, is 3 parts yet 1 man.

1. Every individual is like God – 1 person, 3 parts.
2. Every individual is designed to have dominion over God’s other creations.
3. Every individual is invited to rest with God in His finished work.
4. You are a unique individual with special value.
5. You will live forever – the question is, where?

“And the LORD God said, “It is not good that man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.”

“And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living being.”

“And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and 
he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its 
place. Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He 
made into a woman, and He brought her to the man.”

IMPORTANT POINTS

GENESIS
1:26-27

GENESIS
2:7

GENESIS
2:18

GENESIS
2:21-22



ifMyPeopleWill.com16

 Man, like God, is a three-part being. God 
formed man’s body from the dust of the ground; 
breathed into man’s nostrils the Spirit of Life; and 
man became a living soul. The scriptures rightly 
identify God as the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit – God in three persons, the Holy Trinity. Man 
was purposefully created a triune being like God – 
Spirit, Soul, and Body.
 Once created, God did not find it best for 
man to be alone. God further divided man into 
two genders, man and woman. He gave to each 
gender the qualities and capacities of life which 
are necessary to fulfill their ordained roles and 
responsibilities according to His plan. God does 
not intend for His relationship with man to take 
the place of man’s relationship with man … both 
relationships are important to God and to man.
 Whether man or woman, male or female, 
you are a unique individual created in God’s 
image, a three part being, invited to rest with 
God in His finished work, given dominion over 

all God’s creation upon the earth, charged with 
stewardship responsibilities, and destined to live 
forever. However, man’s only connection with God is 
through the Spirit.
 One day your earthly body will perish but 
you will continue to exist far beyond the grave, even 
throughout eternity – the only question is where.

COMMENTARY

MOD 1  BLOCK 3

MOD 1  BLOCK 3

God created man on the 6th day. Man’s first day of existence was God’s 7th day of creation, His 
day of rest. Man was created first to rest in God’s finished work. 

So, we can conclude that we are first invited to rest in God’s finished work. 

God purposed man to have dominion over all creation on the earth. 

Dominion is understood to be both the right and power to govern and control. Man is 
God’s steward.
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ROMANS
3:23

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
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“Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field 
which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, 
“Has God indeed said, ’You shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the 
fruit of the trees of the garden; “but of the fruit of the tree which 
is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ’You shall not eat it, 
nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’” Then the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not surely die.”

“For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

“When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for 
food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 
wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it.”

 Sin has power to separate. That’s its goal, it separates.

Notice that Satan leaves the woman alone, left to her own imaginations.

These subtle seeds planted by the enemy become accusations against God that surely 
God didn’t really mean what He said. Satan sows seeds of separation. 

1. Sin separates.
2. Sin will take you farther than you expected to go.
3. Sin will keep you longer than you wanted to stay.
4. Sin will cost you more than you are able to pay.
5. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” - ROMANS 3:23

IMPORTANT POINTS

GENESIS
3:1-4

GENESIS
3:5

GENESIS
3:6

The seed of separation was sown. It was reinforced by an accusation.
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 God walked and talked with Adam and Eve 
in the Garden of Eden and they enjoyed a close 
relationship until one day Eve was tempted by the 
serpent to separate herself from God’s Word for 
a moment. The subtle question she was asked to 
consider seemed harmless - Certainly God couldn’t 
mean what He said? This seed of sin was sown in 
her mind and then she was left to think about it on 
her own. She began to imagine how good and 
pleasant and desirable it seemed and then she 
decided to eat of the forbidden fruit and gave it to 
her husband to eat as well. Eve was deceived and 
nurtured a lie. Sin was born and with sin came 
separation.
  Sin did not make mankind more like God but 
rather, more like the devil. This reveals an eternal 
truth: Sin does not keep its promise.
  Sin separated Adam and Eve from one 
another; sin separated Adam and Eve from God; 
sin separated Adam and Eve from the Garden of 

Eden; and sin separated Adam and Eve, along with 
their offspring, from an eternity with God. Sin not 
only separated man from God but also God from 
man. Sin required the loving Father God to become 
a critical judge who pronounced punishment, 
created laws, and established penalties for sin 
throughout eternity.
  Today sin still holds two distinct powers 
which separate. The first power of sin is to damn 
a soul to hell and thereby separate a person from 
God for eternity. The second power of sin is the 
power to deceive and control. This power of sin 
separates people from God’s will and blessings in 
this life.

COMMENTARY

MOD 1  BLOCK 4

MOD 1  BLOCK 4

“Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized 
they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 
coverings for themselves.”

“Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as 
he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid 
from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.”

The first thing that happened when sin entered was separation. It was the first time 
Adam and Eve were separated from each other and then from God.  

GENESIS
3:7

GENESIS
3:8

SUPPORT SCRIPTURE

ROMANS 5:12
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ROMANS
6:23

“For the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”
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“Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, 
and clothed them.”

“And according to the law almost all things are purified with 
blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.”

God so loved the world.

“For the wages of sin is death...”

God instituted ritual sacrifice for temporary reprieve – even Cain and Able had spiritual 
revelation concerning sin offerings.

“For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and 
not the very image of the things, can never with these same 
sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make 
those who approach perfect.”

1. Sin requires death – only blood can satisfy sin.
2. Man’s impure blood is insufficient payment for sin.
3. Animal sacrifice only achieved temporary reprieve.
4. Only one sacrifice is sufficient to satisfy the eternal debt of sin.
5. Jesus willingly died for you.
6. God has a gift in His hand.

“For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take 
away sins.”

ROMANS
6:23

HEBREWS
9:22

HEBREWS
10:1

HEBREWS
10:4

GENESIS
3:21

IMPORTANT POINTS
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 God so loved the world that He could not 
stand to be eternally separated from mankind. 
He knew what He needed to do … pay for the 
sin Himself. The scriptures tell us that without the 
shedding of blood there is no remission of sin. 
Man’s sin required a blood sacrifice. When God 
found Adam and Eve, separated from Him by their 
sin in the Garden, the scriptures indicate that God 
sacrificed an animal and, no doubt, used the blood 
to cover the sin and clothed them with the skins. 
From that time forward, God instituted a regimen 
of sacrifice and ultimately made a law whereby He 
ritualistically accepted the blood of bulls and goats 
as temporary payment for specific sins.
 It was impossible, however, for the blood of 
bulls and goats to free mankind from the eternal 
grip of sin. If not, they would not have ceased to 
be offered. Only one thing could pay for the sins of 
all mankind forever … the pure blood of a perfect 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God … without 
this, each and every person would be left to pay for 
their own sins with their own blood which would 
not be sufficient, seeing that it carried with it the 
sin nature of man. Therefore, mankind would be 

damned to eternal separation from God. The wages 
of sin is death BUT the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
 God found a perfect sacrifice in the pure 
blood of His only begotten Son, Jesus. Through 
this one sacrifice for all sin forever, the eternal 
price was paid, the debt fully satisfied, and a gift 
of salvation was now in the hand of God, which 
He freely offered the world so that all who receive 
should not perish but have everlasting life. Jesus 
died an agonizing death, fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy 
which says Messiah would be wounded for our 
transgressions, bruised for our iniquities, chastised 
for our peace, and by His stripes we were healed. 
Jesus died to pay for your sin and His body was 
buried in a borrowed tomb.

COMMENTARY

“But this Man (Jesus), after He had offered one sacrifice for sins 
forever, sat down at the right hand of God.”

“For the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”

MOD 1  BLOCK 5

HEBREWS
10:12

ROMANS
6:23

SUPPORT SCRIPTURES

GENESIS 3:21

HEBREWS 9:22

HEBREWS 10:1-14

ROMANS 5:8
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“I am He who lives, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive 
forevermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”

REVELATION
1:18

MOD 1  BLOCK 6
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1. Jesus died on the Cross at Calvary with, and for, our sin.
2. God had a plan.
3. Jesus spoiled principalities and powers.
4. Jesus was raised to life again on the third day.
5. The Resurrection of Jesus is God’s seal, heaven’s sign and man’s hope that death will have 

no victory and the grave no sting.

MOD 1  BLOCK 6

“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, 
for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, 
by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.”

“In as much then as the children have partaken of flesh and 
blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death 
He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and release those who through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage.”

God had a plan ...

MOD 1  BLOCK 6

“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to 
his cross; And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made 
a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.”

It was necessary that Jesus go down into death in order to defeat him who held the 
power of death.

IMPORTANT POINTS

HEBREWS
2:9

HEBREWS
2:14-15

COLOSSIANS
2:14-15
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 Immediately following the death of Jesus 
His body was taken and buried in a tomb, 
which belonged to a friend, in a garden near 
Mount Calvary, outside the walls of Jerusalem. 
As the followers of Jesus mourned, the religious 
leaders convinced the Roman government to 
seal the tomb and station guards outside the 
entrance so that no one could steal the body 
and lay claim to the prophecies concerning 
Messiah. King David had 1000 years earlier 
written that God would not leave His soul in 
hell nor suffer His Holy One to see corruption. 
They feared any credible claim that Jesus had 
been resurrected from the dead would further 
identify Him as Messiah, Savior of the world, 
and indeed the Son of God.
 Early in the morning on the third day, 
although armed guards stood around the 
entrance, there came an earthquake by the 
hand of God as angels were dispatched to roll 
the stone from the door of the tomb. The angels 
appeared like lightning and their clothes were 
white as snow. The angel of the Lord sat upon the 
stone and when the guards saw him they were 
afraid, began to shake, and fell down as though 
dead. Jesus was raised to life again by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, victorious over death, hell, 
and the grave. Jesus triumphed over sin and 
Satan making a show of him openly and took 
possession of the keys to death and hell.

 In order to destroy him who had power 
over death, that is the devil, it required that Jesus 
must go down into death Himself. Only in the 
chambers of death, ruled by the prince of death, 
could death be defeated and captives set free. 
The resurrection of Jesus is proof that death lost 
its sting and the grave its victory.
 No other religion lays claim to, or has 
as its leader, one so raised from the dead 
who appeared alive to more than 500 of His 
followers and was received up into heaven 
40 days thereafter with the voice of angels 
declaring He would return again. This Jesus 
of Nazareth is not only the Lamb of God 
sacrificed for the sins of the world but He is 
also the Lion of the tribe of Judah, risen Savior 
and coming King.

COMMENTARY

SUPPORT SCRIPTURES

MATTHEW 28:1-6

COLOSSIANS 1:18

COLOSSIANS 2:14-15 

ROMANS 1:11

PSALMS 16:10

ACTS 2:27

HEBREWS 2:9

HEBREWS 2:14-15

1 JOHN 3:8b

1 CORINTHIANS 15:17

REVELATION 1:18
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“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

JOHN
3:16

MOD 1  BLOCK 7
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“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He 
was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through 
His poverty might become rich.”

“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that 
you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an 
abundance for every good work.”

MOD 1  BLOCK 7

1. Grace is the unearned, unmerited, and undeserved goodness of God towards all men.
2. Grace provides.
3. God’s grace is sufficient.
4. Grace is God giving more than He has to because He wants to.
5. God’s grace surpasses man’s sin.
6. There is an inexhaustible supply of God’s grace.

IMPORTANT POINTS

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life”

Grace is the unearned, unmerited, and undeserved goodness of God towards all men.

Grace provides.

JOHN
3:16

2 CORINTHIANS
8:9

2 CORINTHIANS
9:8

Love could have made God feel sorry for mankind.
Love could have caused God to feel sad concerning man’s plight.
Love could have left God angry at man for his sin and separation.
Love could have simply hurt God’s feelings.

But, God’s love motivated Him to give … this is “Grace.”
God was not obligated to give … He gave because He is full of grace.
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“That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of 
His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”

“Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But 
where sin abounded, grace abounded much more,”

“Through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”

Grace is God giving more than He has to because He wants to.

God’s grace surpasses man’s sin.

There is an inexhaustible supply of God’s grace.
•	 God gives it to whom He will, when He wills.
•	 God offers man direct access by inheritance.
•	 There is an entry point which requires an access code.
•	 Next week in Block Eight, I’ll teach you the code.

MOD 1  BLOCK 7

MOD 1  BLOCK 7

“And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My 
strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I 
will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me.”

“But as you abound in everything — in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us — see that 
you abound in this grace also.”

2 CORINTHIANS
8:9

2 CORINTHIANS
12:9

EPHESIANS
2:7

ROMANS
5:20

ROMANS
5:2

Grace provides.
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COMMENTARY

MOD 1  BLOCK 7

MOD 1  BLOCK 7

 When God created Adam and Eve, He 
was pleased with them and the relationship they 
all enjoyed together. They were a happy family 
living in the blessings of the goodness God 
intended. However, man rebelled against God 
and sin was born. Sin separated God’s family and 
relationships were lost. Instead of God continuing 
as a loving father, He was forced to become 
law giver and judge. The peaceful, caring, and 
nurturing Creator now appeared angry, critical, 
and condemning. Laws were made and the words 
seemed harsh and unforgiving. Man could never 
do enough to please God, restore relationship, 
and appease sin. Laws were cold letters engraved 
in stone and every infraction punished. Many 
paid for their sin with their very lives for failing to 
obey every word of God. The law was a harsh, 
uncaring, unrelenting pathway leading man to 
death. No one could satisfy God’s law, for the 
law required perfection or death and mankind 
was unable to achieve perfection on his own. 
Somehow, sin’s requirement had to be satisfied 
and mankind reconciled to God. Knowing there 
was nothing man could do, God gave His only 
begotten Son, Who was perfect in every way, 
holy, and without blemish, a spotless Lamb, and 
the Lord of all glory, to take upon Himself the 
sins of the world, bear man’s punishment, and 
make relationship possible once again. The holy 

nature of God disallows Him to peacefully coexist 
with sin. Therefore, God even in His attempts to 
teach mankind the perfect law was yet unable 
to tolerate failure. God hates sin and was 
therefore continually angry with man. When 
Jesus paid the debt of sin, He satisfied God and 
made grace available. Our relationship with 
God is dependent on grace paid for by what 
Jesus did. Grace is the unmerited, unearned, 
and often undeserved goodness and favor of 
God. God took sin and nailed it to a tree, not 
because He had to, but because He wanted 
to. Now He is free to fellowship mankind, 
bless us through Christ and offer us salvation, 
forgiveness of sin, and eternal life. This is 
God’s grace. Everything God has is available 
to us and all made possible through grace. We 
access this storehouse of grace by faith.
 God’s grace does not provide justification 
to sin but a justification from sin.

SUPPORT SCRIPTURES

ROMANS 5

ROMANS 6:1

ROMANS 6:14-15

EPHESIANS 2:8-9

ACTS 4:33

TITUS 2:11

REVELATION 22:21
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MOD 1  BLOCK 7

NOTES
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MOD 1  BLOCK 7

MOD 1  BLOCK 7



“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access 
by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God.”

ROMANS
5:1-2

MOD 1  BLOCK 8
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“Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith?”

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have 
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.”

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,”

MOD 1  BLOCK 8

Imagine the storehouses of God and all that is contained within. Imagine where God may 
keep the inheritance of His Son. There is an abundant and perpetual supply. 

Daily blessings come upon us. God can and does access His storehouses for us but imagine 
God granting us access.

The door to the storehouse is Jesus but the access code is faith. 

The “Good News” is that God has given us access to all He wants for us.

MOD 1  BLOCK 8

1. Faith is the level of our trust in the truth.
2. Without faith we cannot please God. - HEBREWS 11:6

3. Faith grows when we listen to God’s Word. - ROMANS 10:17

4. Faith is also grown as a fruit of the Spirit. - GALATIANS 5:22

5. Faith is our substance and evidence until we see our hope.  - HEBREWS 11:1

6. Faith accesses what grace provides.

IMPORTANT POINTS

MATTHEW
6:30

ROMANS
5:1-2

GALATIANS
5:22
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 Have you ever considered the storehouses of 
God? The place where He keeps His gold, jewels, 
blessings, miracles, kindness, forgiveness, peace, 
patience, love, joy, righteousness, and all manner of 
goodness and provision? Imagine the storehouses 
of the Sovereign Creator of the universe … the 
place which also holds the inheritance of His only 
begotten Son in whom He is well pleased. 
 Now imagine how that God, because He 
is good and so loves the world, reaches into these 
storehouses and daily blesses the earth and many 
individuals who never realize where their blessings 
are coming from. It is even from these storehouses 
that God gives food to the birds, from where He 
clothes the lilies, and supplies bread to the eater 
and seed to the sower. 
  What if God was willing to give you 
access to His storehouses? This is the place where 
forgiveness of sins, salvation, and eternal life
are kept.

 Good news … in fact that is exactly what 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ is – Good News! 
Why is it called “Good News” – because God is 
willing to grant you access to His storehouses, not 
because you deserve it, not because you earned 
it, not because you purchased it – in fact it cannot 
be purchased with money or works of any kind. 
God is willing to give you access because He is 
good and He loves you that much … again it’s 
called grace!
 How do you access this grace? There is only 
one door and it requires an access code.

COMMENTARY

SUPPORT SCRIPTURES

MOD 1  BLOCK 8

MOD 1  BLOCK 8

HEBREWS 11:1

HEBREWS 11:6

ROMANS 10:17

GALATIANS 5:22

MATTHEW 6:30

LUKE 7:9

MARK 4:40

2 THESSALONIANS 1:3

NOTES

Jesus, the Messiah, is the door. Faith is the access code. We gain access to God’s grace 
through Jesus by faith. 
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MOD 1  BLOCK 8

MOD 1  BLOCK 8

NOTES



“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man 
should boast.”

EPHESIANS
2:8-9

MOD 1  BLOCK 9
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•	 There is only One God – Jehovah, the God of the Bible. 

•	 God created the heavens and the earth and made man like Him. 

•	 Adam and Eve sinned through their disobedience and were 
separated from each other, from God, from God’s purpose and 
provision on planet earth, and from eternal life. 

•	 Sin brought birth to death. 

•	 Sin claimed the souls of all man and demanded sacrifice.
•	 The blood of animals could only temporarily cover man’s sin.
•	 The blood of man was impure and unacceptable.
•	 The sin debt required the perfect sacrifice of a sinless man. 

•	 Jesus, Son of God and Son of man, willingly offered Himself.
•	 Not because He had to but because He wanted to ( love ).
•	 In death He destroyed him who had the power over death.
•	 He triumphed over principalities and the powers of darkness.
•	 He took the keys of death, hell, and the grave. 

•	 Jesus, the promised Messiah, victoriously rose to life on the 
3rd day. 

•	 God willingly opened a door through Jesus and extended an 
invitation by grace back into His perfect plan for all mankind. 

•	 There is only one way back into God’s grace – it is by faith.

MOD 1  BLOCK 9

MOD 1  BLOCK 9

LIFESHAPE RECAP
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MOD 1  BLOCK 9

MOD 1  BLOCK 9

1. ROMANS 3:23 - “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
2. ROMANS 6:23 - “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ 

Jesus our Lord.”
3. ROMANS 10:13 - “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone 
should boast.”

“Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’”

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

“For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

We are saved by the grace of God through faith. Faith is trust in the truth. Without either of 
which we cannot be saved.

What we deserve because we sin is to be eternally separated from God and His blessings, 
however, His grace offers us a free gift of eternal life through Christ.

No man can save himself. Salvation is only by God’s grace.  

Even good men, honest men, sincere men, and even religious leaders must be born again. 

EPHESIANS
2:8-9

JOHN
3:7

ROMANS
3:23

ROMANS
6:23

ROMANS
10:13

IMPORTANT POINTS
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 There was a man who lived in the day 
of Jesus who was a member of the religious 
group known as the Pharisees. His name was 
Nicodemus and he was a prominent and well 
known religious leader of the Jews. This man, 
not wanting to stir up controversy or cause 
unnecessary problems for himself, came to Jesus 
during the nighttime, after dark when no one else 
could recognize him. Nicodemus had a genuine 
respect for Jesus and said, “Rabbi, we know that 
You are a teacher come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that You do unless God is with 
him.”

 Jesus answered Nicodemus and said, 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
Nicodemus replied to Jesus in earnest, “How can 
a man be born when he is old? Can he enter 
a second time into his mother’s womb and be 
born?”
 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
 Herein Jesus is clearly referring to the 
element of water baptism as an outward sign 
which is meaningless without an inward conviction. 

COMMENTARY

MOD 1  BLOCK 9

MOD 1  BLOCK 9

“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved.”

“For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

God deals with man’s heart to inspire trust in the truth. 

Man either accepts or rejects that trust.

If a man believes, he then becomes a candidate for salvation.

ROMANS
10:9

ROMANS
10:10

 Application for salvation is made by our confession as we call upon the name 
of the Lord and submit our lives to Him. Only believing in God or Jesus is not enough, 
we must also receive the grace of His salvation provided by the blood of His Son. This 
demands an act of our will to choose Jesus as our Lord and profess our trust in this truth.
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NOTES

MOD 1  BLOCK 9

MOD 1  BLOCK 9

More than having or producing an appearance 
of religious piety, one must be born of the Spirit. 
More than merely joining the Church or a religious 
group of the day, in order to even see the Kingdom 
of God, much more to expect to enter into that 
Kingdom, one must truly be converted in heart 
and soul. 
 If the only approach we make to God is to 
clean the outside of our life, or make an outward 
commitment, we fall short of what it takes to enter a 
spiritual Kingdom. For this reason Jesus concluded: 

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel 
that I said to you, ’You must be born again.’”  (John 
3:1-7) We must not die in sin but rather die to sin in 
Christ.
 The effects of sin passed from Adam upon 
all mankind thereafter, even good men. Salvation 
comes only with a true conversion of the soul. 
Salvation is offered by grace, through faith in Jesus, 
and not by works.

COMMENTARY CONTINUED
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MOD 1  BLOCK 9

NOTES



MOD 1  BLOCK 10

2 CORINTHIANS
5:21

“For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him.”
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MOD 1  BLOCK 10

1. It is not the sin we commit which eternally condemns us, but rather it is the “sinner” we are.
2. Righteousness is the state of a person’s life when God is pleased with them.
3. It is not the right things we do, it is the righteousness we are that secures us.
4. We have been given a garment of salvation and a robe of righteousness by Christ Jesus. - ISAIAH 61:10

5. The temporary stain of sin is cleansed by confession to God alone.

IMPORTANT POINTS

“For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking 
to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the 
righteousness of God.”

MOD 1  BLOCK 10

ROMANS
10:3

 Adam and Eve were created “right” with God. They initially lived in “right 
standing” with God, and were granted the “right to stand” in God’s holy presence. 
In other words, Adam and Eve were righteous, not because of anything they did 
but because they were created by God in righteousness. They were covered by 
the righteousness of God much in the same way as the robe of a king cloaks and 
identifies him.
 When they disobeyed God, sin separated them from that righteous covering. 
Uncloaked and on their own they stood, disrobed for all creation to see. They felt 
naked and ashamed and attempted to establish their own covering which could never 
restore the righteousness of God.
 Adam and Eve hid from God while He called out to them. In shame they came 
and confessed their sin to Him. A sacrifice was made, the blood granted reprieve and 
the skins covered their nakedness for a while, but this was only a temporary measure. 
The eternal debt would take a greater sacrifice than man could afford. Only the blood 
of Messiah, the perfect Lamb of God, could take away the unrighteous stains of sin 
forever.  
 Throughout history until today mankind has gone about endeavoring to 
establish his own righteousness. He has covered himself with good works and well 
meaning attempts to do right things. Many sacrifices have been made which can 
never relieve the eternal burden of sin. Righteousness, both in this life and in eternity, 
comes only by grace through faith.
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ROMANS
3:23

ROMANS
10:13

“All have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory.”

“The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Christ Jesus our Lord.”

“Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.”

To more fully understand the process of salvation we need consider Romans 10:13 in 
context (To view one scripture’s truth in light of the other scriptures surrounding that truth).

Life Block lesson #9 taught us the “Roman’s Road to Salvation”:

MOD 1  BLOCK 10

MOD 1  BLOCK 10

Righteousness is the state of a person’s life when God is pleased with them. We cannot 
count on our good works to please God. Rather, we please Him when we believe Him and 
put our trust in Him (Romans 4).

PHILIPPIANS
3:8-9

TITUS
3:5

“Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, 
which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness which is from God by faith;”

“not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to His mercy He saved us …”

 Like Paul we must also count all of our achievements nothing but rubbish in the 
face of what Jesus gave in exchange for our righteousness. In and of our own selves, 
we can never achieve righteousness or be deserving of all the grace of God affords. 
Righteousness only comes by God’s mercy through Christ Jesus because we believe.

ROMANS
6:23
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The “Great Exchange” occurred when Jesus took our place and we took His. He was made sin 
and we were made righteous. 

MOD 1  BLOCK 10

MOD 1  BLOCK 10

2 CORINTHIANS
5:21

ROMANS
5:19

“For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.”

“For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so 
also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.”

“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.“

ROMANS
10:9-10

 Once again the scriptures confirm that ‘Righteousness’ is by faith, not by works. 
We access the grace of God and have the right to stand with God when we believe Him, 
trust Him, and exercise our faith in Him. Our faith is the access code which opens the 
door through Christ into God’s grace wherein we now stand.  We are made righteous 
through Christ. 

 Just as Adam and Eve came before God, ashamed of their sin, and made their 
confession to Him, we too are admonished to seek His forgiveness in that same way.

1 JOHN 
1:9

”If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

SUPPORT SCRIPTURES

ROMANS 4

ISAIAH 61:10

2 PETER 2:7-8

LUKE 5:32

MATTHEW 22:2-3

MATTHEW 22:9-14

REVELATION 19:7-9

REVELATION 21:2

NOTES



“Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and 
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

ACTS
2:38

MOD 1  BLOCK 11
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MATTHEW
3:13-17

“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be 
baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need 
to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’ But Jesus 
answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is 
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him. 
When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from 
the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon 
Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’”

MOD 1  BLOCK 11

MOD 1  BLOCK 11

1. Water Baptism is immersion.
2. Water Baptism is an act of obedience which follows salvation.
3. Water Baptism is identification with Christ.
4. Water Baptism cleanses our conscious toward God.
5. Water Baptism is the burial of our old man and the resurrection of the new.
6. Water Baptism quiets the haunting enemies of our past.

IMPORTANT POINTS

 Water Baptism is an outward sign of an inward conviction that when followed by 
faith releases great power and witness.
 Baptism is immersion, as though a pearl were dropped into a barrel of oil and 
finding its place fully engulfed in and completely surrounded by that oil, the pearl is said 
to be baptized in oil. There are several baptisms spoken of in the Word of God including 
baptism in water. Jesus went down into and came up from the water – a picture of immersion.
 From the second day of creation to the flood in Noah’s day; from the crossing of 
the Red Sea to the crossing of the Jordan; from the Rock which brought forth water in the 
wilderness to Naaman the Leper who was cleansed by dipping seven times in the Jordan 
River; from John the Baptist, to Phillip the Evangelist, to Paul the Apostle, the Ethiopian 
Eunuch, and Cornelius the Centurion … all were baptized in water by the will of God.
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Baptism opens the heavens to the Believer in new and wonderful ways. It did for the earth, 
Noah, Israel, Naaman, and Jesus and it will for you.

 Water Baptism is a covenant act of identification. Jesus was not water baptized 
so He could become the Son of God but rather He was water baptized because He 
was the Son of God and desired to publicly identify Himself with Jehovah, the God 
of Israel. It was at this point of water baptism that God chose to identify Christ to His 
followers and to the whole world by the confirmation of the Spirit and the Word.
 Water Baptism does not save or secure by the washing away of the filth of the 
flesh, but rather water baptism cleanses our conscious toward God. Water Baptism is 
not a legal act but rather a spiritual act.
 Water Baptism recognizes the death of the old and symbolizes its burial and 
resurrection. It is in water baptism that a new day dawns for the Believer. Jesus was at 
the Jordan, the crossover for God’s people.
 Just as it did for the Children of Israel at the Red Sea, water baptism quiets 
the haunting enemies of our past. What is freedom and deliverance for the Believer 
becomes a watery grave to the pursuing armies of Pharaoh. We are no more the 
Children of God afterwards than before.

ACTS
2:38

“Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and 
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’”

… “for” the remission of sins …
•	 for – Greek – eis = because of (indicates an action in the past)
•	 same as: Jesse James “Wanted ‘for’ Robbery” – not wanted to rob but wanted because he 

did rob – an action of the past.
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COMMENTARY
 Baptism is an immersion. A picture of 
baptism is as though a pearl were dropped into a 
barrel of oil and once it finds its place in the very 
middle of the oil it can then be said that the pearl 
is baptized. As Believers we are to be baptized in 
Christ, to be baptized in water following Christ, to 
be baptized in His love and in the Holy Spirit of 
God.
 Water baptism is our identification with 
Christ. Jesus was baptized by John in the Jordan 
River. He was not baptized so that He could become 
the Son of God rather He was baptized in part so 
that He would be recognized as the Son of God. 
Thus the voice of God from Heaven confirming, 
“This is My Son.”
 Water baptism is observed by choice in 
the life of a Believer who decides to follow Christ, 
identifying solely with Him as Lord, and desiring to 
close a door on the haunting enemies of the past. 

Water baptism is likened to a grave into which we 
place our old man and rise from those waters to 
walk in the newness of life.
 God accepted the faith-filled crossing of the 
Red Sea by the children of Israel as a water baptism 
of deliverance. Those same waters trapped their 
enemies and drowned them so that they were seen 
no more forever. Water baptism grants the Believer 
the answer of a good conscious toward God.
 Repent and be baptized because your sins 
have been forgiven and in addition to this command 
may you also be filled with the Holy Spirit.

SUPPORT SCRIPTURES

1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-2

MARK 1:9-11

LUKE 3:21

ACTS 8:36-39

1 PETER 3:22

2 KINGS 5:14

ACTS 10: 47-48

NOTES



“For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are 
afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

ACTS
2:39

MOD 1  BLOCK 12
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“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in 
the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”

“And being assembled together with them, He commanded them 
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the 
Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John 
truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.”

MOD 1  BLOCK 12

ifMyPeopleWill.com

“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is 
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy 
to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

The “Promise” spoken of herein is the promise of the Holy Spirit.

“Endued” means to be fully plunged into and completely clothed by, in this case, 
“power from on high.” This is a picture of baptism in / with / of …

MOD 1  BLOCK 12

1. The baptism of the Holy Spirit gives power to the Believer.
2. This power enables the Believer to manifest the Word and works of God as a witness to the world.
3. Believers receive the Holy Spirit when they pray and obey.

“For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who 
are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

MATTHEW
3:13-17

ACTS
2:39

ACTS
1:4-5

ACTS
1:8

LUKE
24:49

IMPORTANT POINTS
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MOD 1  BLOCK 12

 The Promise of the Father through Jesus the Son is that we shall receive Power 
to be a witness and manifest that witness to the whole world.
 Jesus was nailed to the cross on a Friday, the day Passover was set to begin in 
the evening. Jesus died at about 3:00 pm and was hurriedly prepared for burial and 
buried in a borrowed tomb before sundown. Three days later, on the first day of the 
week, a Sunday morning, Jesus rose from the grave victorious over the devil, death, 
hell, and the grave.
 For 40 days after His resurrection Jesus appeared to more than 500 of His 
followers giving witness to His resurrection and instructions concerning the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit. Jesus then ascended from the Mount of Olives and was received up 
into heaven with the promise that He would return in like manner.
 Seven days later, the 50th day since Passover, on Sunday, which is the first 
day of the week and the day marking the beginning of the Feast of Pentecost, 120 
Believers in Jesus were assembled together in the upper room of a house on Mount 
Zion, in one accord. Suddenly there came a noise as of a rushing mighty wind and it 
filled that upper room.

 Now, having received the Promise of the Father and being endued with power 
from on high, these 120 Spirit-filled Believers immediately went out from their meeting 
place and into the streets of their city and began testifying to the goodness and grace 
of Almighty God. Peter told those listening that this was merely what the Prophet Joel 
said would happen in the last days: God would pour His Spirit out upon all flesh.
 These outpourings continued to happen to individuals, families, and groups of 
people throughout the rest of the New Testament.

•	 It happened when Philip the evangelist went down to Samaria in Acts 8. 
People heard his preaching and were saved and water baptized. Then later 
the Apostles John and Peter arrived, laid their hands on those born again 
Believers and they were filled with the Holy Spirit.

“Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and 
one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance.“

ACTS
2:3-4

MOD 1  BLOCK 12
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COMMENTARY
 After Jesus’ resurrection, He appeared to His 

disciples and told them to wait in Jerusalem until they 

had received the Holy Spirit. He further told them 

that they would be endued with power once the Holy 

Spirit came upon them and charged them to manifest 

this power of God as a witness to the world. The first 

Church was birthed only a few days later on the day 

of Pentecost. In response to the united prayer of the 

Believers assembled in Jerusalem, God poured His 

Spirit upon people and they became a great witness. 

Similar occurrences took place throughout the New 

Testament revealing how one generation became a 

witness to their whole known world. There is no doubt 

that the Holy Spirit was given to empower people to 

manifest the works of God. This like empowerment 

has happened in each generation since and must 

continue until Christ comes again. The Church must be 

birthed in every generation through the fulfillment of 

Joel’s prophecy. For this promise of the Holy Spirit is 

unto you and unto your children and your children’s 

children in their generation for as long as the Lord 

calls men to be saved. Have you been filled with the 

Holy Spirit since you believed? Offer yourself to God 

as a willing vessel and ask Him to fill you with the 

promised power of the Holy Spirit.
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•	 It happened to a Roman Centurion named Cornelius and his family when 
Peter went to their house in Caesarea as recorded in Acts 10. While Peter 
was talking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those in the house and they were 
all baptized with that same evident spiritual fire from heaven. Afterwards 
Cornelius and his whole family were water baptized and received into 
fellowship as the first Gentile Believers.

•	 It happened to a group of disciples in Ephesus who had never before heard 
about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Acts 19 tells us that they were re-
baptized in water and then filled with the Holy Spirit.

 All of these accounts go to prove that God has a continuing plan to baptize 
Believers in the power of His Holy Spirit. He can and has given His Holy Spirit before, 
during, and after Believers are baptized in water. God can do things any way He 
desires without regard to what anyone else thinks.

Scriptures do clearly tell us that God gives the Holy Spirit to those who:
•	 Obey Him – Acts 5:32
•	 Ask Him – Luke 11:13
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“If my people, who are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

2 Chronicles 7:14
ifMyPeopleWill.com
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2 CORINTHIANS
5:17

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away; behold all things have become new.”

EPHESIANS
2:13
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 Being “In Christ” is a positional reality. From the moment a person is saved, God 
sees them forever “In Christ.” They become brand new creations; the past no longer 
controls the future and new realities are brought to birth in Christ.

 77 times in the King James Version we find the scriptures make direct reference 
to being “In Christ.”
 Our “New Creation” status and the position we occupy “In Christ” are both 
significant factors which afford us great advantage. It is from this position we take 
advantage of our relationship with God and begin to change things within us and 
change things around us.

 It is simple. When you could do nothing, Jesus did everything, and by your faith 
in Him, God made you a new creation in Christ. God sees you “In Christ” and so we 
also should see ourselves as He sees us. 

One of the first things we need to change is how we see ourselves. 

1. To be “Born Again” is to become a “New Creation in Christ.”
2. God desires we live our life from the New Creation perspective with the New Creation 

advantage we have “In Christ”.
3. The Bible will teach us these New Creation Realities.

ACTS
17:28

EPHESIANS
2:13

“For in Him we live and move and have our being …”

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ.”

IMPORTANT POINTS

We are not Sinners trying to do right … rather we are the Righteous resisting 
temptations to sin.

We are not the sick trying to get healed … we are the healed and whole denying 
sickness a right to occupy our body.
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We are not those shouting louder, praying longer, or singing sweeter trying to get God to 
notice us – we are “In Christ” and God hears our every thought and knows our every need.

We don’t do good works hoping God will love us and let us into heaven … rather we 
do good works because He does love us and because He created us in Christ to do good 
works. (Ephesians 2:10)

2 CORINTHIANS
5:17-21

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away; behold, all things have become new. Now 
all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through 
Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 
that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, 
not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us 
the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore 
you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him 
who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.”

 Every person who believes and receives Jesus 
as Lord and Savior is born again and becomes a “New 
Creation in Christ.” This is a positional advantage.  
Each Believer will face and should grow to embrace 

their new creation realities as well as their new creation 
responsibilities. 
 God was “In Christ” reconciling man unto 
Himself, making up the difference and settling accounts. 

COMMENTARY

 To reconcile means to settle accounts; to balance the books; to make up the 
difference. Reconciliation is an exchange of coins whereby an adjustment is made to 
equal so that no variance exists.
 God was “In Christ” making up the difference between God and man and has 
settled the accounts and balanced the books for all who are “In Christ.” Jesus is both 
the door and the store of grace.
 For God made Jesus, who knew no sin, to become sin for us so that we might 
become the righteousness of God “In Christ.”
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2 CORINTHIANS
11:3


